were shown into a dining room for a vegetarian lunch. It
was not the lunch that struck me most there, but a huge
painted figure of a 'joker' in the playing cards, framed
very ornamentally and being worshipped with flowers,
sandal paste, etc., by the Brahmin cook. I enquired the
cook, about what the ' joker worship' was all about. He
said lie was not a regular cook but was engaged to worship
the c Joker' God. It then transpired that the Raja had run
through most of his estate through ' women' and ' cards \
with the resault that he acquired a reputation as a wizard
with playing cards. His main occupation then was that his
cards-skill was sought after, by gamblers all over the
country giving a big fee for each sitting if he only played
for them without any references to losses or winnings like
a jockey of a race horse. No doubt there would be some
percentage of the winnings too. The result was he was
making more money as a card-sharper than as a Zamindar,
and since his winnings, all depended on the * joker V it was
his Deity and he would daily worship it. We were a little
Surprised about a Zamindar turning a professional card-
player making lots of money. It was freely talked about
that his skill mainly consisted, in producing a spare joker,
at will. We enjoyed his hospitality however. When we
started to return back to our place the native doctor came
to us and conveyed to us the patient's thanks and that he
would be greatly honoured if he was allowed to pay us
our fee and presents in a ceremonial manner when he
would return to our place as soon as he could for further
treatment. I was taken in by the lavish style, of hospitality
and agreed, instructing him to pay the assistant at least
when he returns. I came home with just the satisfaction of
having operated a Raja's carbuncle. My assistant also
returned after a day or two, empty handedL That was the
last we heard about that case for 2 years. In spite of my
bast efforts I could not collect a pie from him. Obviously
he got dressed by some doctor or cornpounder or by the
native doctor and recovered. The native doctor could not
help me to collect any thins from the patient. Probably
he was a party to this swindle. Of course. I had to remu-
nerate my assistant out of my pocket. Two years after